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Irwin was first and foremost a family man. Born into a life of privilege,
he was trained by his parents to be [nr:redibl;.r well mannered. After every
dinner, lunch or other social occasion that Irwin attended, the host or host-
ess would receive a cream-coloured Envtlﬂpi‘. with note paper embossed
with "Irwin Davis” and Irwin's hand-written thank you. Friends would tell
him that he didn’t have to ]r.{:cp sending notes after social engagements, but
he would never compromise good manners. An e-mail or a telephone call
would not suffice in these situations.

As with many peop1g of “old” money, [rwin was famous for warching the
pennies, and yet he was extremely generous. Spending on himself was dif-
ficult for him, but spcnding on his partner, Baob, or on others was not. As
a result there are many organizations, notably UBC and the Vancouver
Opera, which have benefited and will continue to benefit from Irwin's
iargn:sse, per]‘uaps no longer in time, but v:i'.:rt;linl}.' in financial support.

Irwin saw many changes and innovations during his 90 years -things
most of us take for gr.‘:n[t‘.d a5 !‘Laving afw:i}.rs existed. Irwin's was a Life well
lived and one that enriched many f-amil}r members, friends and acquaintances.

Robert Laing

Richard Fraser Gosse, Q.C.

Richard Fraser Gosse, Q.C., known across Canada
as Dick Gosse, was a lawyer of many careers, all of
them pursued with flair and verve. He died in Van-
couver on November 18, 2008. Few have had a
legal career filled with such adventure, changing

positions and new challenges, all of which were
characterized by enthusiasm, delight in novel cir-
cumstances and great success. At his core were charm, energy, a firm grasp
of the undoubted virtues of law and legal process, seriousness in meeting
responsibilities and a wonderful gaiety in his dealings with the people with
whom he strove to serve society.

Dick Gosse was born in Vancouver in 1924, a grandson of a Newfound-
land sea captain from whom, one might surmise, he gained his indifference
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ro hollow formality and his penchant for unorthodoxy. He attended Prince
of Wales High School in Vancouver and upon graduating joined the RCAF.
He became a pilot and served during the Second World War with a bomber
command squadron based in Yorkshire. Following war service, he attended
McGill University and obtained a B.A. in 1947. He then studied law ac che
University of British Celumbia, obtaining an LL.B. in 1950. He articled in -
Kamloops to E. Davie Fulton.

In 1954, Dick Gosse co-founded with Graham Wright the first law
office in Kitimat, where he developed a profitable practice. In his eatly
teaching years, an admiring legend circulated among law students thac he
had made a fortune through this timely initiative. A fortune Pmbabl}f not,
but he did well enough to leave law practice after several years, travel to
England and enrol in the D.Phil. program at Oxford. He wrote his thesis
under the supervision of Professor FH. Lawson, who held the chair of
comparative law and produced a leading text on constitutional law. To have
landed such an esteemed thesis supervisor, Dick Gosse must have arrived
with a strong academic record and g]mwing letrers of recommendation.
Indeed, in the preface to the book thar evolved from his D.Phil. thesis, he
thanked Dean George Curtis, “without whose encouragement the venture
which has resulred in this book would not have been undertaken”. This
book was The Law of Competition in Canada, published by Carswell in 1962.
Dick Gosse, however, spent almost none of the rest of his career in com-
petition law. He turned his enthusiasm to new topics and new careers, as a
law professor and law reform scholar

In late 1957, he married Jean Milne. Tlm}e had three children: Richard,
born in Oxford, and twins Gisela and Alexandra, born in Kingston,
Ontarto. In 1960, he jﬂinfﬁd the I!'t?t'.&!!'ll.i},? established Facu]t.}’ of Law at
Queen’'s University and stayed there for almost a decade. He was most
renowned for his teaching of property law, a difficult and tedious subject
that he raught with awesome knowledge of rechnical detail as well as with
flair, enthusiasm and humour. He was immensely popular with students,
perhaps because of his lively and somewhat embellished stories of harrow-
ing moments in his Kicimat practice, but more likely because of his amia-
bility, graciousness and love of the ﬂ.‘ambﬂ}fant—loud ties, histrionic
reactions to wrong answers, an ancient Jaguar and the Oxford gown which
he wore occasionally to make some point or other about academic tradi-
tions. In his vime at Queen's, he became both a member of the university
senate and president of the I-a::uh.],r association.

Mot surPriﬁingl}r, given his finel}! tuned Hhilit}r with the niceties of sub-
jects such as future interests and che rule against perpetuities, Dick Gosse
became enthralled with law reform-——law reform of the old school, the
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modernization and simpliﬂcatinn Uflegal ordering that has now unfortu-
nately become weighed down by the accretion of endless revision and
refinement. He served as general counsel to the Ontario Law Reform Com-
mission in the late 1960s. There, among other issues, he tackled limita-
trons of acrions and his old favourire, perperuities. In 1970, he moved ro
British Columbia to become the first full-time member of the B.C. Law
Reform Commission until 1972, when he became [:mf_cssar of law at the
UBC Faculty of Law. His departure from the commission was lamented in
a Vancowver Sun editorial which blamed the B.C. government for its dispir-
iting indifference to the reform of laws.

In kfeping with his adventurous S.I::iri[, Dick Gaosse left Vancouver in
1977 to go to Regina to become Saskatchewan's deputy attorney general,
suceeeding another notable B.C. legal scholar, Ken |.}-‘5}-‘k. The premier was
Allan Blakeney, and the attorney general, Roy Romanow. Dick Gosse wel-
comed both the chance ro play a part in the policy and political processes
that senior public officials engage in and the chance to pursue the justice
initiatives begun under Romanow and Lysyk—creating an in-house prose-
cutorial branch, building a lawyer-based provincial court, defending the
province's interest in fair rents from resource revenues, initiating a pro-
gram to place Aboriginal people in northern police services and crearing
commissions to deliver leg:ﬂ ard and protect human r:ights, These changes,
and the urge to pmfessimmlize and modernize the province's justice sys-
tem, appealed to Dick Gosse's strong activist and reformist spirit,

The relationship between Gosse and Romanow could not have been
more mutually supportive and admiring. Dick Gosse was exactly what Roy
Romanow wanted and needed as a deputy—someone who represented the
most rigorous understanding of the requirements of government under law
and who managed legal service departments that were marked by the high-
est professional standards and the ingrained sense of neutrality that marks
the best Crown counsel. For his part, Roy Romanow brought a c[r:tcp appre-
cration of legalism and legal process and the intellectual and thetorical
skills to build public confidence in the administration of justice. At that
time, the Attorney General's department also supervised policing.
Romanow’s fine sense of political balance, rogether with Dick Gosse's
charming perseverance in promoting careful policing, pmducad AN UNCOM-
maon hi—lrn‘l{]n}’ I.H?'["."l-"{':f.'n PU]iEE H]’!L‘I gU'h'E‘,rl'lmEI'!T.

Two projects in particular captured their imagination. The first was the
prolonged process of constitutional patriation, and the second stemmed
from the growing concern that the justice system had become an instru-
ment for prolonging the colonization and oppression of Aboriginal com-
munities. Dick Gosse was tireless i attempting to adapt the
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administration of justice o respond better—more appropriately and effec-
tively—to social dysfunction and the other consequences of systemic
exclusion. He established reform committees, commissioned studies and
sought to adapr policing so that it represented not only the pursuit of sus-
pects but also participation in community growth.

As for the constitutional file, Dick Gosse early recognized that
Saskatchewan was not well equipped ro engage with Prime Minister Pierre
Trudeau’s constitutional legionnaires over the many difticult consritu-
rional reform issues. He worked—and cajoled—to build up that capacity
within the department, ultimarely forming a large and impressive constitu-
vional law group. He was full}f engaged in the constitutional debates, eas-
il}r gt‘aspfng the details of chese r.ﬂrn}:[ex 1ssues. He invariabi}r found wWays
to insert the constictutional lawyers” perspective into the rough and often
r.xpr.dif:nt Pﬂ]it.ics of Pat.riali:}n.

Dick Gosse’s depury minister career continued after the Conservative
electoral victory in April 1982, In his first encounter with the new premier,
Cirant Devine, ar a mr:'.f'.[ing with df:}:lu[ii‘.ﬁ, he stood up and corrected Mr
Devine when the premier stared that all deputies should expecr to rake
instructions from him. To the premier’s credit, when Dick Gosse backed
this up with a John L.]. Edwards—laden brief on the role of the attorney
general, it was accepted and he became a fully trusted adviser with a fine
working relationship with Attorney General Gary Lane. While an admirer
of the Blakeney/Romanow team, Dick Gosse never for a moment Exprts:;td
rt,‘gn‘.t 0T l]n}lHE]}jjnﬁfﬁﬁ [I._.l.r!t thﬁ: E'].E.El.urqi[{‘ hdd CI"IGEETL new P[incipals fﬂl‘
him.

During his pr;:riud as t[e:pul}r attorney general, he gave up his long-term
project of wriring a biagraphy of Chiet Justice Sit Lyman Poore Duff, a
member of the Supreme Court of Canada from 1906 to 1944. Perhaps the
longﬁ‘\.’i[}r Qf- Dl.li_'-,s CATEET .rlFl]JE‘.r]]Ed (i8] D:il:['; G{JS&.E‘. MUI’E likﬂi}?, ]-]E: ﬂdmlrﬂd
the powerful combinarion of intellectual screngrhs demonstrared by
Duff—rtechnical mastery of law's elements deployed and explained without
flourish, pretence or rherorical grandeur, and a great appreciation of law as
a living organism possessing, in Duft’s words, “the power to adapt itself
to changing circumstances”. Dick Gosse not in}r admired these qua]itie:s.
he shared them. In 1975, he wrote an illuminating Canadian Bar Review arci-
cle on Duff: “"The Four Courts of Sir I.}rman Duft™ {VDL 53, P 482),
Although he wanted to write more, his deputy ministership precluded the
hours required for extracurricular writing. When, in 1980, David Ricardo
Williams wrote to Dick Gosse asking for access vo his Duff papers, he—
as reported by Williams—"turned over all his research notes and macerial,
o magnﬂn]mﬂuﬂ gtsturt. .
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In 1985, Dick Gosse left Regina for Otrawa, spending six years there,
first, as che first inspector general of the then nrwl}r created Canadian Secu-
rity Intelligence Service, and then as the first chairman of the RCMP Pub-
lic Complain[s Commussion. It 15 in the nature of these offices thar the
details of his work are not ﬂlll}r known. The former position is particularly
sensitive; the balance berween national securi ty and fairness and due process
in dealing with citizens is impossible to set in the abstract. The puhlic com-
plaints commissioner is a somewhat more public office, and there were
Lll'ldﬂubtedl}-' frustrations over a [f_'ndrr.nc:!,r to Po!ice defensiveness. Both
these positions reflect the Gosse wil]Engnesz to take on challenges, espec 'ml]},r
ones that go to the heart of sustaining a just and stable state. Dick Gosse
took on many new roles in his life, and in each case he understood the pre-
cise nature of the social rt:xpum-:ibilit.],r that the position carried. In this
sense, his professional life was marked by strong moral vision.

Folluwing his Ottawa career, he taught at the McGill University Faculty of
Law and the University of Saskatchewan Go][egﬁ of Law, where he was the law
foundation FII‘I:*.IFE:SS[J]'. In the latter position, he organized one of Canada's
largest conferences on Aboriginal legal issues, and this led to his co-editing
the impressive collection of essays Continuing Poundmaker and Riel’s Quest.

This ongoing interest in Aboriginal policy led to his becoming in 1995
the special representative of the Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs
on the role of Saskacchewan First Nartions in the management of resources.
He wrote a position paper thar was imaginative and constructive, although
ahead of its time. It was not accepted by the Saskatchewan government (the
relevant jurisdiction with respect to regulatinn of natural resources),
although what it recommended did not go beyond the obligations that now,
ten years later, have become accepted. Dick Gosse's dynamic appreciation
of law’s mandate again led to work that was more valuable than was appre-
ciated at the time.

It is fitting in light of his long-term and growing concern over reforming
laws and practices to better meet the needs of Aboriginal people that the
College of Law at the University of Saskatchewan, with help from the
Saskarchewan Ministry of Justice, has decided to establish a Dr. Richard
Gosse Fund that will provide financial assistance to Aboriginal law students.

Dick Gosse's enthusiasms went beyond law. Extensive travel, skiing,
Pla}ring bridge. hiking, canoeing and long-distance running- -e:ape.c:'al]}r
running—all gained his devotion. He was not a man for half measures. In
all cthings, he was a man for the full measure of life. It is to the benefir of
Canadian law, legal education, legal reform and legal administration that
law resided at the centre of his energies and his passions.

John D. "'».".'*h}atf:



